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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.12 pm]: I also 
welcome the students and staff from Canning Vale Primary School—it is good to have you here. 

On the eve of Anzac Day, I launched the publication entitled They Served With Honour: Untold Stories of 
Western Australian Aboriginal Servicemen at Gallipoli, which was researched, written and published by the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs. The book tells the little-known story of 13 Aboriginal servicemen from 
Western Australia who served at Gallipoli. Their stories are remarkable. These men chose to serve their country 
despite a restriction that excluded those of insufficient European descent from enlisting. They were also subject 
to restrictive laws that impacted upon their day-to-day existence. The opportunity to serve allowed them to 
achieve a degree of equality never previously experienced. These extraordinary stories not only capture the 
soldiers’ war experiences, but also touch on their lives prior to enlisting, and for those who returned home, their 
lives after the war. They Served With Honour includes tales of courage, valour, romance, and the servicemen’s 
continued struggles after the war. Denied equal rights, the transition to civilian life was traumatic. Their 
commitment to serve had done little to elevate their status in society or enhance their ability to obtain full-time 
work. Most significantly, they were barred from membership of the RSL. 

Following the launch, I was delighted to meet the granddaughters of one of the servicemen, 
Private Charles Hutchins. They had travelled from Sydney to attend the function and share their memories of 
their grandfather. Charles Hutchins was born in the Busselton area around 1892. By the age of three years, he 
had been placed in the Vasse Native and Half Caste Mission and then in foster care. Prior to enlisting with the 
Australian Imperial Force in Bunbury on 5 March 1915, Charles had been working as a mill hand at Kirup, 
50 kilometres east of Busselton. Within 24 hours of enlisting, he had made his way to Blackboy Hill, where he 
commenced training and was assigned to the 28th Battalion. Seven weeks after landing at Gallipoli, 
Charles contracted typhoid and was evacuated to England. Twelve months later, he returned to the front line in 
Belgium, where he sustained near-fatal gunshot wounds to his thigh, leg and arm, and was severely affected by 
mustard gas. Once stabilised, he returned to hospital in England and was nursed by Rose Elsley, a voluntary 
worker whom he later married. 

In April 1919, four years after enlisting, Charles was sent home as an invalid. His new wife, Rose, followed him 
six months later. Upon settling in Perth, Charles continued to receive medical treatment until November 1920, 
and was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force in March 1921. The couple moved to New South Wales 
in 1945 to be near their only child, who had married a returned soldier she had met in Perth. Crippled by the 
wounds to his leg and the effects of mustard gas, Charles struggled for the rest of his life. He passed away in 
1952, aged 59 years. Following the death of Rose in the mid-1980s, their ashes were brought to 
Western Australia and scattered in the Swan River—a final reunion with country. 

The stories of the other 12 Western Australian Aboriginal servicemen are equally poignant, dwelling on the loss 
of life and the immediate and long-term impact on their families. 

I will send a copy of They Served With Honour to all members of the Legislative Council and the Legislative 
Assembly for their interest. I also table a copy of They Served With Honour. 

[See paper 2833.] 
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